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indama ta‘arrafa akhana ‘Abdu 1-Qadir
min Berlin ‘ala r-rahib al-fransiskani,
Benno

iqtaraha ‘alayhi an yamshi ‘ala 1-fahmi
l-mushta‘il. hadha taqlid qadim li I-
fransiskaniyin yuthbitu anna d-dina I-
masihi huwa sahih

tahaddatha akhana ma‘a sh-shaykh
Nazim afandi fi Qubrus. fa qala lah: ya
bunayy, imshi wa la takhaf

iqra’ siirata l-ikhlas thalatha marrat wa
l-fatiha marra wahida

thumma ud‘uni ilayk, ud‘uni li u‘inak

wa qad qabila t-tahaddi, wa jara l-liqa’
fi swisra ‘ala jazirat al-fransiskani

kana ‘alayhim al-mashy li masafa
tugaddar bi hawali khamsina mitran,
‘ala 1-fahmi I-mushta‘il

qala ‘Abdu 1-Qadir: da‘na nadhhab

ma‘an wa numsik bi aydina

wa hakadha mashaya ‘ala 1-fahmi I-
mushta‘il wa lakin ba‘da fatra inharafa
Benno lakin ‘Abdu I-Qadir istamarra fi
l-mashiyy thumma sa’alahu Benno:
yajib an takina qad ahraqta qadamayk
ma huwa l-krim al-ladhi tastakhdimh
likay la tahtariq qadamak?min ayna
ta’ti bil-quwwa li fi'li dhalik

Abdu 1-Qadir: ana la astakhdim®
kriman. hadhihi hiya quwwatu shaykhi
mu‘jaban bi hadhihi I-kalimat talaba
Benno minh: min fadlik qaddimni ilayh

fa dhahaba ma‘a ‘Abdu 1-Qadir ila sh-
shaykh Nazim fi Lefke wa fi hadha l-
liqga’ tahaddatha sh- -shaykh ‘an Tsa 505 S
bi shaklin jamil bi-hayth aththara
dhalika ‘ala Benno wa qal: ana ‘ala
tariqikum wa arghabu fi ittiba‘ikum

wa hasala ‘ala ismi Yahya
wa ‘alayhi an ya‘uda ila al-bayt wa
yuwagsil ‘amalahu ma‘a l-fransiskaniyin

qala sh-shaykh li ‘Abdu 1-Qadir: anta
asbahta siddigan li-annahu masha ‘ala
n-nar bila khawf

ba‘da ‘amin, wasalat risala min Benno
la astati‘a an astamirra fi I-kadhib
sa-atazawwaju

wa a‘taniqa l-islam

*
)

When our brother ‘Abdu 1-Qadir from
Berlin met the Franciscan monk Benno, he
made the suggestion of walking over
glowing coals.

“This is an old Franciscan tradition that
proves that the Christian faith is the right
one.’

Our brother spoke to Sheikh Nazim efendi
in Cyprus.

He explained to him: ‘My son, run and
don’t be afraid, read Sura al-Ikhlas three
times and the Fatiha once and then call me
to you, call me to support you.’

So he accepted the challenge and the
meeting took place in Switzerland on the
island of the Franciscans.

They were asked to walk about 50 metres
on burning coals.

‘Abdu 1-Qadir said, ‘Let’s walk together
and hold hands.’

And so they walked over the burning coals,
but after a while Benno left, but ‘Abdu -
Qadir walked on.

Benno then asked him:

‘Your feet must be burnt. What cream are
you using so that your feet don’t burn?
Where did you get the strength

to do that?’

‘Abdu 1-Qadir: ‘T don’t use any cream.
This is the power of my Sheikh.” -
Impressed by these words, Benno asked
him: ‘Please take me to him!’

Together with ‘Abdu 1-Qadir, he came to
Sheikh Nazim in Lefke,

and at the meeting he spoke so beautifully
about Jesus a.s. that Benno was so moved
that he said: ‘T am on your path and would
like to follow you.’

He was given the name ‘Yahya’ and told to
return home and continue his Franciscan
work.

The Sheikh said to ‘Abdu -Qadir: ‘You
have become Siddiq.’ — Because he had
walked across the fire without fear.

After a year, Benno announced: ‘I cannot
continue with the lie.

I’'m going to get married

and embrace Islam.’



